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adopt (he Stoic maxim, that all faults are 
equal, ami denounce as belonging to one 
clan and burr) ing into one vortex of ine- 
briation, all who taste of the anathema- 
tized liquid, from him who sip* the mo- 
derate and occasional glass, down to aim 
who gulps goblet after goblet in >t unify- 
ing and brutalizing potation*. 



Htgala peccstis qua pan** irroget a^uu, 
Ne scutica dignum Boiiibili sectere flsgallo. 

If we cannot go with them in all their 
dogma* to t he fullest extent, we yet would 
respect them for the excellence and pa- 
triotism of their designs ; we would re- 
vere them for the sacrifice they are will- 
ing to make, and the example they are 
anxious to exhibit. We would listen to 
their arguments, if they will only concent 
not to load u» with reproaches, because 
we may not be fully convinced by them. 
And in hostility to drunkenness, degrad- 
ing and embracing drunkenness, in every 
form and degree, iu either sex, and in 
every station, in all approaches te it, and 
by whatever medium of inebriation those 
approaches may be made— we shell pkdge 
thtm (if they will excuse so Bacchanalian 
an expression) to the utmost, the assist- 
ance of our pea and of our pages —of our 
earnest advocacy, aad sincere support.— 
To rid humanity of such a tyrant, if any 
Cassias cry, " Give me your head ;" we 
answer w the words of the noble Brutus, 
" And. my heart toe." 



Comaugkl, a Tatt of 1798 —Dublin: 
Printed for M. Archdeacon, and sold 
by all Booksellers, 1830. 
No person who read* the preface of 
this book, will be disposed to deal harshly 
with the author i among the few we hate 
read, we have seldom seen one more modest 
or appropriate, or better calculated so 
disarm criticism, and secure the favoura- 
ble disposition of the reader. It appears 
this work is the production of a nw 
" engaged in the occupation of great la- 
bour of mind and body t" aad we mast 
add, that as coming from mch a person it 
is a creditable performance. Nay, we 
question, but it is equal to a great deal of 
those soft-good* which issue from the 
novel manufactory of Messrs. Colboro 
aad Bentley of New Burl iogton-st reel ; 
always excepting the novels of Messrs, 
Banim. " From me," the author says, 
'I cannot justly be expected any thing 
like those delightful productions, full of 
power, and beauty, and pathos, and ha- 
mour, that are now every day teeming 
from the press. The reader will please 
to remember, that knowledge of life and 
leisure hare been equally denied to me to 
any extent! and to one in my humble 
station, access to books and information, 
however thirsted for, can be but limited." 



To be sure we might ask them what sins 
have the public committed against you, 
that you should thus carry your revenge 
to such an extent as that of infiictiog a 
heavy book upon them r We say this is 
the question which ought to be put to all 
tRose who, without our Author's modesty 
and moderation scruple Bot, despite of 
ignorance and want of education, to rush 
into print. This, however, is a first pro- 
duct! m of an uneducated man, and we 
must be lenient. The story is well con- 
ducted, without break or chasm, rock or 
precipice occurring to bring the reader's 
neck in danger — all is smooth, equable, 
and somewhat low, resembling rather a 
journey on a Dutch canal, than the mad 
and merry rattle of an Irish tour through 
Connaught, iu the year of grace, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight. 
The narrative, in fact, though conducted 
with skill, is deficient in interest} the 
personages are not sufficiently important, 
nwr the incidents mixed up with the des- 
tiny of the leading characters so closely 
as to rivet the attention of the reader to 
their progress. Although without auy 
glaring defect, yet it i- cold, and wants 
novelty ; no new points of character are 
brought forward | no new development 
of the habits and stamen of the people 
is made (with one or two slight excep- 
tions j) and on proceeding to call the, roll 
of the requisites for an Irish novel we 
find humour and pathos both absent. 
Notwithstanding all this, it is really a 
respectable production, and wUt repay 
that class of readers whose nerves are Dot 
capable of bearing excitement. A pair 
of stockings, we need scarcely say Cun- 
nemara ones, will not cost much (but if 
we are certain that they were knit by my 
Lord Plunket, Sir Harcourt Lees, Daniel 
U'Uounell, or Sir Henry Hardinge, we 
would be surprised at it, and would cer- 
tainly long to take a peep at them. 

The Author is by no means without 
talent, and if he should write another 
book, we would suggest to him the ne- 
cessity of his condensing his narratives, 
aad bestowing more attention to th» ex- 
hibition of character. We feel as Irish- 
men, indignant at the uoheroic manner 
in which both his heroes, for he has a 
pair of ibero, make such a clean race be- 
fore a few rascally trooperswho chttsethoui 
across the country. He ought to have 
made them slaughter the said troopers 
and given Alio his death-blow in the fray, 
of which he might die naturally enough 
like the wounded hussar, " when the bat- 
tlewaso'er" with a better grace. He has 
him shot behind however, in the act of 
showing as clean a pair of heels, making 
as rapid an escapade as ever a Conoaught- 
man displayed during the fast-flying year 
of '98. 

We understand that " Miladi" Mar- 
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gan is patronizing the work, and about to 
bring it out under a London publisher, 
with improvements by herself. This is 
precisely what it wants ; the book, in 
fact, was too modest, but we have little 
doubt that between her Ladyship's and 
the Connaughtman's united endeavours, 
the thing may be made to do. 



Observation! on the Revelation of St. John. 
By a Layman. 
It is an old and vulgar saying (our po- 
lished readers must excuse our repeating 
it on the present occasion) that " too 
many cooks spoil the broth ;" and if ever 
a book were in danger of being cooked to 
rags, it is this aaid book of the Revela- 
tion ! It has fairly run the gauntlet in 
the press, and we believe we may add 
also in the pulpit. There have been wri- 
ten to explain it, folios as heavy as the 
heads that gave them birth, and pam- 
phlets as slender and vapourish as the in- 
tellect that puffed tbem into being. If 
in the multitude of commentators there 
were always wisdom, no part of the Bible 
ought by this time to be better under- 
stood. At the present day we are told 
that what is called the religious world is 
running stark mad upon the subject. But 
hold I we must beware of catching the 
prophetophobia, in which case instead of a 
review, our readers might expect a vo- 
lume. Thanks to this worthy Layman ! 
he has compressed his observations into 
narrow compass : so far certainly quite to 
our taste. As we understand from those 
who are better versed in polemics than 
we, that it is dangerous to meddle with 
the school of modern prophets, we •ball 
scarcely venture to hazard an opinion of 
our own on the contents of this pamphlet. 
Tbe following may serve as a specimen of 
the opinions of the Author. The basis 
of all previous interpretations of the Re- 
velations, he imagines he has proved to be 
wrong. He has discovered that the second 
and third chapters, containing the Epis- 
tles to the Seven Churches of Asia Minor, 
could not have been addressed to Chris- 
tian Churches at all ! that the 4th and 5th 
chapters leveal in one comprehensive 
view all the grand events of the world 
from the creation to the millennium I — 
that the 6th seal in the sixth chapter, is a 
prophecy of the Crucifixion; and conse- 
quently, that the five preceding are pro- 
phetical of events anterior to the cruci- 
fixion I The Author of this new code of 
interpretation, might have spared himself 
the trouble of entering bis Work in the 
Stationer's Hall. We will vesture to as- 
sure him, that his scheme is perfectly 
original ; and that unless a museum 
should be established for accumulating 
specimens of the abortions of genius, he 
is in no danger of ever being robbed of 
his copyright. 



Rational Arithmetic — or a treatise setting 
forth the rational mode of teaching that 
science, in which its principles are fami- 
liarly explained and illustrated by prac- 
tical examples, together with nu- 
merous exercises in each rule. Dublin : 
Tims, Webb, Madden, Curry, <fec. 
When we say that the title of this lit- 
tle Volume is not a misnomer, we attribute 
to it no ordinary praise. There is nothing 
more generally taught, than something 
under the name of arithmetic. Every 
one indeed is taught it, who receives any 
education; but what is so generally 
taught is not rational arithmetic, but tbe 
mere technical art of calculation, without 
any exercise of tbe reasoning powers. 
And we are not afraid to say, that even 
among persons of considerable literary 
acquirements, it is a very rare thing to 
find an acquaintance with the ratioual 
principles, on which the commonest ope- 
rations of arithmetic are proved, and on 
which its commonest rules are founded. 

As this assertion may appear strange to 
many, and as a conviction of the existence 
of the disease is the first step towards the 
application of a remedy ; we shall illus- 
trate and confirm our assertion by one or 
two examples from the writings of the late 
Dr. C. Hutton, a man who had read 
much, and has published much on the ma- 
thematical sciences. In his edition of 
Ozanam's Mathematical Recreations, vol. 
1. p. 22, he proposes the following arith- 
metical problem : " To multiply £\l. lis. 
lid. by £t I. lis. lid." He goes on to 
talk of it as a problem " well calculate! to 
exercise the ingenuity of an arithmetiafijV* 
and gravely say*, that " we know what 
the product of a yard multiplied by a yard 
is," or " of six yards multiplied by four 
yards j" though he then admits his igno- 
rance what. " the product of a penny mul- 
tiplied by a penny is," ami at length con- 
fesses that the question, *» considered in 
this point of view, is absurd." We should 
be very curious to know, in what point of 
view tbe question is not absurd. Dr. H. 
indeed proceeds to show that there are 
other " points of view, which will ren- 
der it susceptible of a solution ! I !" And 
how does he show this ? By showing that 
we can multiply £1. 1 Is. 6d., by the ab- 
stract number IX jg X a ' . That is, 
one question is not absurd, because quite 
a different question is perfectly rational ! 
In fact the Doctor might as rationally 
have told us, that the question, ' What is 
the distance between the centre arch of 
Westminster bridge and the first of Au- 
gust } ' is susceptible of a solution. This 
question is not more utterly nonsensical 
than the problem, he has proposed; nor 
more so than to talk of 24 yards, as " the 
product of 6 yards multiplied by 4 yards." 
No doubt, we can multiply 6 yards by 4, 
or 6 square yards by 4 ; but does it fol- 



